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ñThe capacity for sound mental health among older 

adults notwithstanding, a substantial portion of the 

population 55 and older ïalmost 20 percent of this age 

group ïexperience specific mental disorders that are not 

part of ñnormalò agingé  Disability due to mental illness 

in individuals over 65 years old will become a major 

public health problem in the near future because of 

demographic changes.  In particular, dementia, 

depression, and schizophrenia, among other conditions, 

will present special problems in this age group.ò

Source: Mental Health: A Report of the Surgeon General, US Department of Health and 

Human Services, 1999










